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         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced today that the House of Representatives has approved $750,000 in funding for land acquisition in the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

         The funding will enable the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase land within the Connecticut River watershed that will best serve preservation goals.

         "I am very pleased that I was able to secure funding for the Conte Wildlife Refuge. This funding will allow the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to better manage the most critically sensitive ecosystems within the Connecticut River Valley," Olver said.

         The funding was included in the Interior Appropriations conference report for fiscal year 2004. The conference report was approved by the House last night. Olver is a member of the Interior Appropriations Subcommittee and secured the funding within the Interior Appropriations bill.

         In FY02, Olver secured $1.1 million in funding for the Conte Wildlife Refuge to purchase 140.8 acres of land at the former Mt. Tom ski area for conservation. The land acquisition was part of a larger partnership among the Conte Refuge, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Trustees of Reservations, a Massachusetts non-profit land trust, and the Boys &amp; Girls Club of Holyoke. A total of 380.7 acres of land was acquired at Mt. Tom as part of the overall $3 million purchase and preservation project.

         "The Silvio O. Conte Refuge will continue to actively look for opportunities to preserve important fish and wildlife habitat in western Massachusetts in the Connecticut River Watershed. We will seek to participate as a contributing partner in a larger land conservation effort that contributes towards refuge resource protection goals," said Andrew C. French, Project Leader, Silvio Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

         The conference report approved by the House yesterday is the reconciled version separate House and Senate Interior Appropriations bills negotiated by a conference committee of members of both chambers. After the Senate considers the conference report, the bill will then go to the President's desk for a signature.

         The Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge was authorized in 1991 through federal legislation. Since 1998, Olver has secured $4.4 million for land acquisition and educational programs at the Refuge.

         ###

         For more information, contact Andrew French, Project Leader, Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge, at 413-863-0209, ext. 8.
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